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The Rev. Michael Mautner, Rector

St. Peter’s Calendar
 January 7
Birthday Cake at Coffee Hour
 January 7, 14, & 28
Kiwanis Club meets for lunch in St. Peter’s Social Hall.
 January 13
12:15 p.m. Informal parish meeting to discuss expenditures to build a
commercial kitchen, install elevator, and renovate the (Canon) Gotschall social hall.

St. Peter’s Living Creche

The dramatic re-telling of the prophecy and nativity of Jesus Christ was reenacted once
again at St. Peter’s on the Third Sunday in Advent, December 16. The Director, Pam Dammen,
has written the following about the history of this traditional event:
The Children’s Christmas Service has always been special to me. Growing up in the
Lutheran Church, I spent many weeks practicing for it under the direction of the pastor, who
doubled as my father. The entire parish school participated. Each class memorized carols and
every child was given a “piece” to recite. After the sun set on Christmas Eve, beginning with
the youngest class and progressing to the oldest, we lined up in front of the altar, hearts full and
eyes shining, to celebrate the birth of Christ.
I directed my first Children’s Christmas service after Don and I moved to California in
1977, and joined the local parish. The Lutheran publishing house produced a scripted service
that could be directed by a lay person with musical inclinations, which turned out to be me. I
noticed over successive years that both the script and the music were only as good as its author,
which produced uneven results. Something was missing.
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By 1991, we were a family of five,
happily settled in an Anglican parish that
emphasized traditional doctrine, music,
and liturgy. It was here that I was
introduced to the “Living Crèche,” a
service based on readings that come
directly from the Bible. It is a wonderful
concoction that combines Old Testament
prophesies and Advent hymns with
children, dressed as Biblical characters,
processing to the altar according to the
lesson that is read. God’s plan of
salvation unfolds, beginning with Adam
and Eve and continuing through the
prophets, shepherds, angels, Mary, and
Joseph. After all reach the altar, the
theme changes from Advent to
Christmas. The children tell the story of
Christ’s birth according to Luke and sing
Christmas carols between the verses. The
service is elegant in its simplicity,
musically uplifting, and authentic to its
core.
Soon after arriving at St. Peter’s in
1996, I was asked to lead the Sunday School, which included directing the children’s Christmas
program. Because the parish was accustomed to having a pageant in the parish hall after mass,
the Living Creche, done in the context of a church service, represented a break with tradition.
Would the children, who are often unscripted despite careful rehearsals, be acceptable to
parishioners who expected reverence and respect in their services? I need not have worried. The
little ones folded their hands, processed down the aisle with dignity, genuflected before entering
the chancel area, and warmed hearts when they raised sweet voices in song. Impromptu
moments were charming, especially the time a little angel got tired of wearing her
uncomfortable tights and took steps to rectify it.
The Living Crèche has evolved over the past 20 years, becoming ever more flexible as it
adapts to a diverse, commuter congregation. It is now a multi-generational service that
practically runs itself. New comers learn from the old timers, who are happy to explain how
things are done. Although I continue to insist on a single practice, anybody who shows up last
minute is cordially welcomed. Our recent service included a darling girl who learned all the
parts from a new confirmand, who, remarkably, had only a single practice herself. Jim, our
organist, is always accommodating and on cue, Eliza, our faithful Sunday School
superintendent, never fails to round up the children and organize the costumes, and Monty
cheerfully records the event for posterity. Parishioners continue to volunteer for all the parts,
and glitches are handled with grace, including the recent incident in which all the costumes
disappeared hours before the service.
In all this, we are blessed even as we hope to be a blessing. Thanks be to God! Ω
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St. Peter’s Christmas Party
On the Second Sunday in Advent, December 9th,
the ACW hosted an early Christmas Party for St.
Peter’s parishioners.
Following the 10 o’clock Mass and the rehearsal
for The Living Creche everyone gathered in the Parish
Hall for food, festive beverages, and Fun!
Jennifer Longsworth provided a game of
challenges with surprise gifts hidden in purses. But the
real challenge and probably the most fun was the
competition between two contestants who had to hold
a candy cane in their mouths to pick up another candy cane from the table and deposit it in a
cup. All the contestants were good sports, but Mia was the skilled winner! Ω
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Regular Weekly Services
Sunday:
8:00 a.m.
Holy Communion
10:00 a.m.
Sung Eucharist, Sermon & Church School
Wednesday:
12:15 p.m.
Holy Communion
Thursday
7:00-8:00 p.m.
Scripture Class
Confessions by appointment.
Contact Us
St. Peter’s Parish (Office M-W-F 9a.m.-Noon) 510-597-1400
E-mail: st.peters.oakland@gmail.com
Website: www.saintpetersoakland.com
Rector:
The Rev. Michael Mautner: 707-363-2887
E-mail: michael.mautner@yahoo.com
Office hours: M-W-F 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. & Thursday 2 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Assisting:
The Rev. Paul Hauge: 650-445-3393
E-mail: frpaul9161@sbcglobal.net
Deacon:
The Rev. Mr. Franz Longsworth: 925-914-1374
E-mail: gagwell@att.net
Senior Warden:
Dr. Conrad Sweeting: 415-388-6541
E-mail: sweeting_ret@att.net
Junior Warden:
Donald Dammen: 415-265-4524 (Cell)
E-mail: dddammen@comcast.net
Church School Superintendent: Eliza Kirkpatrick: 925-258-0420
E-mail: elizakirkpatrick@gmail.com
ACW President: Deborah Stanford: 925-284-9090
E-mail: debstan@pacbell.net
Altar Guild Directress: Salud Gordon: 510-538-5127
E-mail: sag0911@yahoo.com
Vestry
Senior Warden:
Conrad Sweeting
Tim Cadoo
Eliza Kirkpatrick
Junior Warden:
Donald Dammen
Gil Collins
Shari Plunkett
Treasurer:
Deborah Stanford
Gill Daley
Matt Thompson
Clerk (Non-vestry): Patsy Ronat
WELCOME: We welcome single people as well as
families and children to Saint Peter's. Nursery is provided
for babies through age two. Church School instruction is
provided for age three through twelve. Teens are welcome
to help out as volunteers in the Nursery or in the Sunday
School. For more information, please pick up a brochure in
the narthex or contact the Church School Superintendent,
Eliza Kirkpatrick at elizakirkpatrick@gmail.com.
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